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Drury Lane Summer Theatre 


2500 WEST 94th PLACE © PR escott 9-4000 


1956 


Week of July 10 thru July 22 -:- Nightly (except Monday) 


K 


DRURY LANE 


Parsons 
DARREN McGAVIN 


IN 
“PICNIC” 
Featuring ILKA DIEHL 
By WM. INGE 
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Who’s Who in the Cast 


(Continued ) 


COLUM MACLEOD .. . (BOMBER) is a product of the University of Chicago, North- 
western University School of Speech and the E. L. T. Lab. A promising young 
actor, Colum has been seen in many local T.V. shows and commercial films. 
Always active in radio, Colum has done the Jack Armstrong, Sky King, and Capt. 
Midnight shows. His last stage appearance was with Playwrights theatre. 


ANN EGGERT .. . (MADGE OWENS) graduated from the University of Chicago 
and entered immediately into the Goodman Theatre, acting for two years in the 
resident company and graduating with a B.F.A. degree. During her many seasons 
of stock, she has been seen in “The Lady‘s Not For Burning” as Alizon and “Venus 
Observed” as Rosiland to mention a few. Her most recent appearance before 
coming to Drury Lane has been at the Wagon Wheel Theatre in Rockton, Illinois. 
She appeared in Drury Lane’s opening production of “Sabrina Fair.” 


STAFF AND CREDITS 


Producer nat MMe cto he James Monos DeSigner “cccnitin Madd won0b) Hamlin 
Assistant to the Producer ...... John Kelly Properties .......................... Roberta Gnippe 
Stage Manager =n ee Ken Hodge Annette Hankin 
Assistant Stage Manager ........ John Cox SOChClaL Ve 10: ee een Daley 
Assistant Technical Director .. Joe Armon Box @Othices v.7...5 We Carla Morrow 
Press Representative ......... Jack McGuire Costumes ...... joc db teen Maxey Powell 
Sound and Lights ................. Ray Schmitz 

Flowers by................ Murray Brothers Florists, 8947 S. Western Avenue — HI lltop 5-7171 
Se ee NO OR ee 
HELEN MALONE .. . (FLO OWENS) has been active in radio and television in 


Chicago for over 12 years, Miss Malone is a seasoned performer with an imposing 
list of credits behind her name. Appearences on “Hawkins Falls,” “They Stand 
Accused,” and the commercials she has done for Super Circue and The Lone Wolf 
series have acquainted television audiences throughout the Chicago area with her. 
However, Mrs. Thos. Corrigan, as she is known in private life, is probably best 
known for her night club appearances as a comedienne and for a stint a few years 
back as fashion commentator on the Morris B. Sachs show. Miss Malone’s last 
appearance at Drury Lane Theatre was as Ellen Thatcher in “Goodbye My Fancy.” 
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MELANIE YORK . . . (ROSEMARY SYDNEY) is a native Chicagoan, Melanie went 
to Hollywood twelve years ago to find fame and fortune. While appearing there 
in a play called “No Rhyme or Reason” with a young actor named Darren McGavin, 
the script called for them to elope. With the involvement in their roles typical 
of fine actors, they suited word to action and Melanie is now Mrs. Darren McGavin. 
Subsequently they went to New York where Mrs. McGavin studied at the Neigh- 
borhood Playhouse on a scholarship and was then invited to become a member 
of the New York Actors Studio. She has appeared in such plays as “Up in Mabel’s 
Room", “The Happy Times”, “’Lo and Behold”, “An Inspector Calls”, and many 
television shows. However, for the last six years, Melanies’ appearances have 
lessened because she is devoting much of her time to her six year old son, York. 
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COOKIE KUPCINET .. . (MILLIE OWEN) made her professional debut last fall in 
the National Company of “Anniversary Waltz” with Leif Ericson and Phyllis Hill. 
Altho this was Cookie’s first appearance on the legitimate stage she actually has 
been in show business since she was five and a half months old. It was at this 
early stage in her life that she made her debut as a photographer's model. Since 
then her photos have been published in leading national magazines as well as in 
commercial advertising campaigns. At the age of three, she made her entry into 
the living theatre with appearances in many Little Theatre productions. She is 
the daughter of Irv Kupcinet, columnist of the Chicago Sun-Times. Cookie has 
been seen by Chicago televiewers on several occasions when she has taken over 
the celebrity interviews on her father’s WBBM-TV show, “The Chicago Story.” 
She is a Junior at Francis Parker. 


“PICNIC” 


THE SCENE 
The action of the play takes place in a small Kansas town in the yard 
shared by Madge Owens and Helen Potts. 


ACT | ACT Ill 

Early morning labor day. Scene 1 Very early that following 
AGT alll morning. 

Late the same afternoon. Scene 2. A few hours later. 


DARREN McGAVIN, Star of Drury Lane Theatre, drives the New 
PONTIAC SAFARI 


STAR CAR COURTESY OF Tony Piet Motor Sales 


6603 - 6623 S. WESTERN AVENUE HE miock 4-8200 
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Who’s Who in the Cast 


BIOGRAPHIES OF THE PLAYERS 


ILKA DIEHL . . . (HELEN POTTS) has been featured at Chevvy Chase for 3 
years and at The Music Theatre for 2 years. She has supported such stars as 
Ethel Barrymore, Leslie Carter and Alice Brady. She has been starred in David 
Belasco’s production of “Tiger Rose” in Australia and South Africa for 22 years 
and for 2 seasons toured England, Ireland and Scotland in ‘Romance’ as Cavalini? 
Last fall at the Cleveland Playhouse she played for 6 weeks in “The Amazing Mr. 
Pennypacker.” This past season Miss Diehl appeared in Frankfort, Germany, 
playing Fraulein Schneider in “| Am a Camera” in German under Fritz Schiller at 
the Resident Theatre. She has just completed “Strange Bed Fellows” at the 
Tenthouse. Miss Diehl is quite familiar to Chicago audiences, as she has appeared 
here 3 times playing Mme. Alvarez getting rave notices from the critics. 


SYNOPSIS 


William Inge’s Pulitzer prize play takes place in the back yard of two 
households of lonely women in a small Kansas town. It is the morning of Labor 
day and the women are planning a picnic. 


Into this setting comes a brawny young bum, an engaging rascal, who had 
known the town’s rich boy in college. The impact his animal vitality makes on 
the women involved and the resultant changes that break the monotony of their 
dull existence provide the audience with an evening of thrilling entertainment. 


Finely drawn characterization marks the entire effort. The beautiful but 
dumb daughter with vague yearnings, the kid sister struggling from girlhood to 
womanhood, the spinster school teacher who is inspired by the situation to go 
on a roaring bender, and the vagabond himself searching for love and under- 
standing, all contribute toward making Picnic a real slice of life. 


In addition to winning the Pulitzer prize, Pienic also won the Critic's 
circle award. 


DARREN McGAVIN . . . (HAL CARTER) Few young actors have experienced a climb 
so rapid as this native Californian. Darren began his acting career at the College 
Of The Pacific in California. The promise he showed then led him to New York 
where he studied at the famous Actors Studio. His work in New York caught 
the attention of the famous director Elia Kazan who placed him with the National 
Company of “Death of a Salesman” as “Happy,” one of the sons. Darren made 
his Broadway debut as the romantic young convict in “My Three Angels” with 
Walter Slezak. Last season saw him in the title role of “The Rainmaker” with 
Geraldine Page: Chicago viewers saw him again as my Lord Chrysagon in the 
pre-broadway run of “The Lovers,” a play which enjoyed considerable success here 
altho it subsequently closed on Broadway. However Mr. McGavin’s largest 
audience is made up of movie fans who saw his excellent characterization as 
“louie, the dope pusher” in the film, “Man With The Golden Arm.” Television 
has also been a recipient of Darren’s talents. He has appeared on Omnibus, 
Philco Playhouse, and Armstrong Circle dramatic shows. . 
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PAUL ERBACH .. . (ALAN SEYMOUR) is a Chicago boy with a wide background 
of stock and New York appearances. Some of his credits include Cpl. Stoddart 
in “The Plow and The Stars”, and Jan Shawcross in the “Ascent of F-6”, two 
successful ‘off-Broadway productions. Local audiences have seen him at Salt 
Creek and the East Eden theatres. Mr. Erbach has appeared on WBKB‘s tele- 
charades show. He is a graduate of Loyola University of Chicago. 


LEAH ROSHAL .. . (IRMA KRONKITE) is a graduate of Wayne University with a 
B.A. degree in Drama and Education. She is also a member of Delta Sigma Rho 
honorary speech society. Miss Roshal studied with Erwin Piscator in the New York 
Dramatic Workshop. Her credits include the U.S.O. production of “Doughgirls”, 
a show for which she had understudied Arlene Francis on Broadway. Her last 
appearance at Drury Lane was in “The Taming Of The Shrew.” 


GRACE COLLETTE . . . (CHRISTINE SCHOENWALDER) graduated from DePaul 
University with a B.A. in drama. Besides local theatre in Chicago, she has had 
three years of experience thru-out the mid-west in road companies appearing in 
“Private Lives’ as Amanda, “Streetcar Named Desire” as Eunice and Rosemary in 
“Picnic”, and has also been seen on ‘Studio One” in New York. This season she 
has done Margaret in “Sabrina Fair’ and Andree in “Gigi” both at Drury Lane. 


VERNON RAY .. . (HOWARD BEVANS) has been in theatre for 15 years with 
recent seasons at Drury Lane and Chevvy Chase with such stars as Brian Donlevy in 
“The King of Hearts”, and Pat O’Brien in “My Three Angels.” Mr. Ray’s theatrical 
talents are not limited to acting, he was a director, costume designer, and teacher 
for Goodman and DePaul Colleges. Has made many commercial films and has 
been on T.V. in “They Stand Accused.” More recently has been seen at the 
Playwrights Theatre in plays including “Romeo and Juliet’ and Oedipus Rex.” 
This season Mr. Ray has appeared as leading man in Drury Lane productions of 
“Sabrina Fair” and “Gigi.” 
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“THE ED ALLEN SHOW” 
MUSIC FROM THE MARTINIQUE 


WCFL — 11-12 P.M. NIGHTLY 


DIRECT FROM 
THE NEW MARTINIQUE LOUNGE 


